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A national pub chain has been fined after an employee was burned in an accident.

‘Significant injury’

The machine is used for cleaning commercial kitchen hoods, extractor filters, pots, pans and grills.

Mr Sellman-Leava was wearing gloves, but no protective goggles or full length apron and when the
machine was opened and hot steam burned his face, he dropped some grill plates which splashed hot
water and steam on to his body and legs.

The magistrates said Mr Sellman-Leava suffered a “significant physical injury” and there was no
knowledge of what chemical substances were used in the decarboniser.

Although Wetherspoon had more than 100 risk assessments, it had no system to prioritise the risk of
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injury if “something dreadful happens”, magistrates said.

Wetherspoon said it spent £3.5m on staff training and had a good safety record, with only five health
and safety convictions in a 30-year period.

“While the incident and injuries must have been frightening and unpleasant, they were not life-
threatening or permanent,” the company’s lawyer said.

Joe Sellman-Leava suffered steam and water burns to his legs and body from a decarboniser machine
in the kitchen of the Chevalier pub in Exeter, Devon.

JD Wetherspoon admitted three charges under the Health and Safety at Work Act, at Exeter
Magistrates’ Court.

It was fined £27,000 plus £6,323 costs. Compensation for Mr Sellman-Leava will be decided by
another court.

The court was told the victim had not received training for the decarboniser when the accident
happened in July 2009.
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